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By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Volleyball: Union County 
advances to program’s first Sweet 16

2450 W US Hwy 64, Murphy, North Carolina 28906
Phone: 828-837-2121
View our Inventory Online at www.kingfordsales.com

Where you are treated like Royalty!

OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
IS NOW OPEN UNTIL 4 PM 

ON SATURDAYS!

*Dealer-installed retail purchases only. Limit one redemption per customer.  
Offer valid 10/01/19 to 12/31/19. Submit rebate by 1/31/20 by mail-in rebate form 
or online at fordowner.com. Tire rebate by prepaid debit card. Cannot be com-
bined with any other tire manufacturer-sponsored rebate/offer. See participating 
U.S. dealership for vehicle applications and rebate details through 12/31/19.

*Per-axle price on most vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. See  
participating U.S. dealership for details through 12/31/19.

*Offer good October 1 - October 31, 2019. See participating U.S. dealership 
for details. 

MOTORCRAFT® 
COMPLETE 

BRAKE SERVICE

BUY FOUR 
SELECT TIRES

GET $70 REBATE by mail
On these name brands: Goodyear, Dunlop, 

Michelin,® Continental, Pirelli,® Bridgestone, 
Firestone, Yokohama,® Toyo,® Nitto® Brake pads or shoes

Machining rotors or drums
Labor included

EARN 2,000 
FORDPASS
REWARDS

BONUS POINTS FOR 
BRAKE SERVICE

$179.95 
OR LESS*

Harlem - Union County 
volleyball won its first state 
playoff match in school history, 
downing Model in straight sets, 
25-13, 25-21 and 25-19.

The Panthers will play 
for an Elite 8 berth on Wednes-
day when they travel back to 
Harlem to face the host team. 

Unfortunately, Union 
was unable to play the second 
round on Saturday, as most 
teams (e.g. Rabun County) 
across the state did.

As a result, the Panthers 
will be forced to make another 
drive back to the outskirts of 
Augusta on Wednesday.

Union County head 
coach Megan Swanson re-
mains confident that her squad 
will overcome the lengthy bus 
ride and punch its ticket to the 
Elite 8.

“We had to make some 
adjustments with Izzy (Zamo-
ra) breaking her hand (at Rabun 
County) but everything seemed 
to go really well for us,” she 
said. “You couldn’t really tell 
that we were missing anyone. 
The new rotation played really 
well and I was able to get in 
most of my subs. I wanted to 
get them playing time in a state 
playoff game and that was re-

ally special for them.”
As for the next opponent, 

Harlem, Coach Swanson be-
lieves they are very beatable.

“They are a good team 
but if play the way we’re ca-
pable of, I have a very good 
feeling that we’ll advance.”

Wednesday’s second 
round match gets underway 
at 5 p.m. with a best-of-five 
contest.

“I made our (regular 
season) schedule as tough as 
possible for this very reason,” 
Swanson said. “I wanted them 
to know that they could com-
pete with anyone.

“We weren’t able to come 
out on top in the region but we 
played right there with (Rabun) 
and they weren’t expecting it, 
so I think our girls will be ready 
for any challenge.”

In just its third year, Union County volleyball is one win away from the 
Elite 8 despite losing key senior Izzy Zamora to injury. Photo/Todd Forrest

Youth Football: Union goes 2-for-2 Saturday
The 9&U Panthers took 

on the East Hall Vikings trying to 
stay undefeated, while Union’s 
10&U squad took on White 
County, searching for its fourth 
win of the season. 

9U - The Panthers had a 
dominant game as No.31 Kevin 
Kilpatrick would run for an early 
touchdown. Later in the quarter, 
he got his second touchdown of 
the game. 

No.13 Kamden Kendrick 
would also add a first-half rush-
ing touchdown. Meanwhile, 
No.88 Micah Wallace, Corbin 
Combs, and Mikey Davis would 

all add rushing touchdowns. 
A big shout out goes to the 

offensive line of Jax Dillinger, 
Isaiah Stepp, Ethan Majors, 
Arthur Galinedo, and Connor 
Stanford, who led the Panthers 
to a 50-0 victory. Union remains 
undefeated and hasn’t allowed a 
point this season.

10U- The first drive for 
White County failed as the Pan-
ther defense forced a safety that 
was credited to No.25 Kasch 
Smith.

 Leading 2-0 in the first 
quarter, No.1 Brandon Lynch 
would take it in for the touch-

down, but the extra point was 
no good. Later in the first half,  
Lynch sacked the quarterback 
for another safety and a 10-0 
advantage.

At the beginning of the 
second half, Lynch took it to 
the house but the extra point 
was good. In the fourth, Lynch 
would add two more rushing 
touchdowns as the Panthers 
won 29-15.

Shout outs go to Gunner 
Franklin and Alan Godinez for 
making plays on defense with 
a forced fumble and a fumble 
recovery.

Union County youth football in action over the weekend at White County 

Meet your 2019-20 UCHS Homecoming Court
Homecoming photos by Todd Forrest

Caroline Collins - Senior Brooke Dockrey - Senior Leanna Gray - Senior Miranda Lockaby - Senior Cydney Rich - Senior Katie Baumeister - Junior

Hannah Patton - Junior Delana Stephens - Junior Chloe Truex - Junior Allie Brey - Sophomore Niya Cobb - Sophomore Mia McCombs - Sophomore

Lasada Johnson - Freshman

Caroline Karnes - Freshman The 2019-20 Union County High School Homecoming Court: One of these girls will be crowned Homecoming Queen on Friday night. Photos/Todd Forrest


